
Religious Studies Learning Journey 
Year 7 to Year 11

…………..
Religious Studies overview

✓ To give students a broader understanding of beliefs and ideas different people have around the 

world.

✓  To build on prior learning based upon students’ own faith and cultures as well as recognising 

other faiths and cultures within the Birmingham community and building tolerance and respect.

✓ Students will be encouraged to consider and develop their views on ethical issues in detail and to 

be directly taught contradictory ideas and be encouraged to consider new philosophical ideas.

✓ Confidence Checkers
✓ Weekly recall starters

✓ End of Unit Quizzes 
✓ Self/Peer Assessment
✓ Walking talking skills 
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Considering religious viewpoints/ Developing reasoning/ Comparing ideas or having a discursive 

debate. Environmental issues and stewardship, and the treatment of animals will be studied in 

greater depth in KS4. Students likely to have an initial response, which they need to be 

encouraged to consider and develop in detail. 

In year 8 students develop key understanding of direct religious teaching and arguments that link 

to concepts that will be studied in greater depth in year 10 and 11.

The initial cycle of Year 7 is to build on key knowledge and content learnt from primary 
school. 

Students will understand different places of worship and look at creation stories and 
festivals in future cycles. 

Methods of worship and key beliefs creates a solid foundation which will be studied in 
greater depth in Yr10 and Yr11 with Christian Beliefs and Muslim Beliefs topics. 

Key understanding of direct religious teaching and arguments. Developing reasoning. 

During year 9 students will be able to compare ideas or have discursive debate.

Students will have studied wars and conflicts in other subjects, however, they are unlikely 

to have considered religious teachings regarding war, conflict and peace. This builds on 

from the previous topic in Year 8 of evil and suffering. Peace and conflict unit aids 

understanding of History in Year 9 which focuses on the World Wars and Holocaust. 

Students begin the AQA GCSE Religious studies full course as a 
option. 

Year 10 and 11 journey explores  the beliefs and practices  mainly 
within Christianity and Islam. 

Students  will be equipped  to confidently explore four 
themes and apply religious attitudes towards them 

confidently

-

✓ Religions of the 
World

✓ Creation Stories
✓ Festivals 

✓ Issues in the 
Natural World

✓ Evil and 
Suffering

✓ Life after Death

✓ Marriage and the 

Family

✓ Ethics and Religion

✓ Peace and Conflict

✓ Islam Beliefs

✓ Islam Practices

✓ Christian Beliefs

✓ Christian Practices 

✓ Religion and Relationships
✓ Religion and Life

✓ Religion, Peace and Conflict

✓ Religion Crime and Punishment 
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